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{ Thought for the month ]

Light in the darkness

I had a strange and disconcerting experience in church the other day. At our
Christingle service, we found that we had more people than candles so | gave
mine away. As the electric lights dimmed, the Christingles candles were lit and
everywhere had little points of light in the darkness; everywhere except my
corner which stayed dark. Lights all over the church but my light was missing.

There is difficult news every day at the moment, whether it is wars in Ukraine or
the Middle East, or acts of violence nearer home. Sometimes it feels overwhelming.
And yet, amongst the horror and hatred of the war in Israel/Gaza, | have heard

stories which show there can still be hope amid the despair; light in the darkness.

Some lIsraelis have, for many years, been driving Palestinians needing specialist
hospital treatment into Israel from Gaza and the West Bank — this has continued
in the West Bank even after 7" October. And a group of schools called Hand in
Hand, founded in 1997, integrates education for Palestinian and Israeli children.
They learn and play together; they are taught in Hebrew and Arabic; they learn
to understand each other’s culture, beliefs and experience. Even in these dark
times, the schools are a safe place where deep discussions can take place across
an almost unbridgeable divide. They provide light in the darkness.

Today in Pershore Abbey, a group of first school children led us in worship with
a discussion about prayer and led us in singing the old song, This Little Light of
Mine. It reminded me of the darkness surrounding me when my Christingle
candle was missing. For things to change for the better, we all need to act in
whatever way we can to help. And it works! Last Christmas in Harvington, many
of us were moved in various ways to help a young homeless man. As a result,
he was discovered to be a missing person and reunited with his family.

In the darkest of circumstances, the light of one or two individuals can shine
brightly.
Gill Thorniley

[ Stop date for next issue: Monday 11" March ]

3



Rector’s Corner ]

Daily prayers:
8.30am and 6pm

Home Communion:
(contact me on
01386 870527)

Men's Night
8.30pm

via Zoom — contact me for details
(e-mail rector@archbenefice.org.uk)
This replaces Tuesday prayers and Benefice prayers

| will contact the house-bound, and am open to requests.
Please feel free to ask even if you are only temporarily
out of commission

No meeting in March because it's Lent
Tuesday 30™ April at the The Lenches Club, Church Lench

Come and enjoy a pint. £12 in the kitty will cover drinks
and get us a savoury snack. Reserve your place:
rector@archbenefice.org.uk or 01386 870527

We are varying the day as Thursdays clash with the
Harvington Singers rehearsals

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2024

On Friday 1° March over 3 million people will be praying and

worshipping together using an order of service prepared by the

Christian women of Palestine on the theme | beg you, bear with one
another in love. We will be joining them at St James’ Church at 5.30pm.

We meet as Christians of all denominations to join in prayer and worship.
Everyone is welcome to attend — men, women and children — so come and
join an event that will involve 170 countries, beginning with meetings at
sunrise in Tonga and finishing at sunset in the eastern Pacific islands.

A TRULY GLOBAL EVENT




Notices

/ \
+&  Sunday 10" March: Mothering Sunday &+

Special services, including distributing posies to the ladies
attending the service, will take place on Mothering Sunday.

We will have special ‘Thanksgiving Services' (another word
for ‘Eucharist’) which all the family can take part in. Church Lench has a
lovely tradition of sharing a specially baked Simnel Cake - the parish is
blessed with a couple of outstanding cake makers, so treats await.

See the back page to check the service time at your local church

| Palm Sunday Services

!
‘ |
\rr On Sunday 24™ March at 10am we look forward to a Palm Sunday
procession with a donkey at Church Lench starting from the Pool
| | Car Park. This will be followed by a service in the church.

In the evening at 6.30pm in Harvington Church, we have a solemn '
service of reading the Passion according to Mark’s gospel. There (= i’
will be a number of voices reading the various parts of the story. 1

q

Everyone is most welcome at both services

A Morning Easter Holiday Club

On Saturday 30" March an Easter Holiday Club will take place at ****+*,
Harvington between 10am and 12 noon,. There will be a range of Easter-
related activities: building an Easter Garden that you can take away, games,

story and a special hunt to help us prepare for the BIG DAY - EASTER!!

A small charge of £5 will be made to cover materials

Book your place through holidayclub@archbenefice.org.uk
or phone 870527. Space is limited so PLEASE book early




Notices

NORTH AVON GROUP LENT COURSE 2024

Circle of Life

During Lent we will explore the topic of death and life, starting with the
practical issues which face us all in regard to death then moving on to the
Spiritual and promise of new life as seen in Scripture and the season of Spring.

Wednesday 21% February, 7pm: Preparing for a good death
Presentation and discussion led by Revd Richard Thorniley and a local
funeral director.

Venue: Abbots Morton Village Hall

Wednesday 28" February, 7pm: Assisted dying

Presentation and discussion led by Michael Harper, retired Palliative Care
Consultant from St Richard’s Hospice.

Venue: Inkberrow PEC

Tuesday 5" March, 7pm: Creative reflection

An opportunity to express ideas of resurrection and hope through music and
art. The session will be led by Corinne Frost who is a member of Epiphany, a
Christian group who use music and art to engage with God.

Venue: Abbots Morton Village Hall

Wednesday 13" March, 7pm: Death — what does the Bible tell us?
Guest speaker: The Right Reverend John Inge, the Bishop of Worcester.
Venue: Inkberrow PEC

Wednesday 20" March, 6pm: Experience in Creation
Led by Patrick Swan, trustee of Quiet Gardens.
Venue: Rous Lench Churchyard (winner 2023 Best Kept Churchyard competition)

Gather for refreshments at 7pm (6pm on 20" March).
The talk will begin by 7.30pm and head home
by 9pm at the latest.




[ Looking for the Resurrection ]

A couple are driving down the motorway when the wife gets a call from their
daughter. ‘Mum, there's a car driving the wrong way down the motorway!’ The
wife warns her husband that there is a lunatic on the motorway. Her husband,
clutching the wheel in terror, replies. ‘One lunatic? There are dozens of them, all
headed straight for us!” What we see is determined by our perspective on life.

In the Nicene Creed we say, ‘We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come.” In the gospel accounts of the Resurrection, there is a
lot of looking and seeing. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome went early to the tomb. They saw the stone rolled aside and inside the
tomb a young man dressed in white said to them, ‘Don’t be alarmed. You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid Him...He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see Him' (Mark 16:6-7).

Like the women, we would probably have been left ‘trembling and bewildered’
if we had been there that morning. Had the body been taken? Was the young
man an angel or deceiver? Had Jesus been raised to life again, or was this an
elaborate hoax?

Easter gives us a choice. We can approach life looking for disappointment, fear
and despair. Or we can look for resurrection and not just find an empty tomb
but encounter the living Christ. He continues to meet us in our daily lives bringing
new hope, forgiveness of sin, healing and wholeness, and the assurance of His
presence through the darkest of times. God invites us to see our lives differently
and look for Christ's resurrection at work in our lives and the people around us.

Canon Paul Hardingham

Musings...
Fight truth decay, study the Bible daily. Anon

If you're headed in the wrong direction, God allows U-turns. Anon
God only asks you to do your best. Robert H Benson
The best news the world ever had came from a graveyard. Anon
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To raise a smile...

Destination?

Lenora, 95 years old and in excellent health, confided that she was terribly
worried. ‘Every one of my friends has already died and gone on to heaven. I'm
afraid they're all wondering where I went!’

Noah had problems too

When Noah sailed the waters blue, he had his troubles same as you.
For 40 days he drove the Ark before he found a place to park.

Missing socks

What does it mean when all the socks in your laundry match, with none left
over? You're now losing them in pairs!

Golden retriever:

Dachshund:
Toy poodle:

Rottweiler:
Shi-tzu:
Malamute:

Hound dog:
Greyhound:
Old English:

sheep dog
Pointer:
Mastiff;
Labrador:

With Crufts in mind:

How many dogs does it take to change a light bulb?
Border collie:

Just one. Not only that, but I'll replace any wiring that's not
up to spec.

The sun is shining. The day is young. And you're inside
worrying about a stupid, burned-out light bulb?

| can't reach the stupid lamp!

I'll just blow in the border collie's ear, and he'll do it. By the
time he finishes rewiring the house, my nails will be dry.
Go ahead! Make me!

Puh-leeze, dah-ling. What are servants for?

Let the border collie do it. You can feed me while he's busy.
777777777777777777777

It isn't moving. Who cares?

Light bulb? Light bulb? That thing | just ate was a light
bulb?

| see it, there it is, right there...

Mastiffs are NOT afraid of the dark.

Oh, me, me!!! Pleeeeeeze let me change the light bulb!
Can 1? Can 1? Huh? Huh? Can 1?



{ Why we should be like donkeys ]

Are you a pet-lover? Many people own a dog, a cat or a budgie but few of us
own a donkey! Yet in Biblical times, donkeys were essential to daily life. They
did everything from ploughing and helping to grind corn to carrying people
and transporting their belongings. Despite their small frame, donkeys are
surprisingly tough. They can survive on poor fodder and can travel an average
of 20 miles a day.

There are two occasions in the Christian calendar where donkeys walk into the
picture. At Christmas, Mary travelled the 100 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem
on a donkey. And although a donkey doesn’t get a specific mention in the
manger story, that same one who transported Mary was probably there — where
else would it have been?

On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Jesus deliberately
chose this animal rather than a horse. Why? In Biblical times, the horse was
associated with war, conquest and worldly might but the donkey was a symbol
of peace and humility. So Jesus used this animal to show that He had come
with the dignity of the King of Peace. His entry into the Holy City also fulfilled
Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the Messiah.

Donkeys are hardworking and undemanding. They wait for their master to put
them to the work He has chosen for them. And, remarkably, each one bears the
mark of the Cross on their backs!

Perhaps that is something we should learn — to wait for Jesus our Master, to be
always obedient to Him, to serve Him with all our hearts and to bear the mark
of His grace in our lives.

Lester Amann

Wake up call
A mother was complaining to her neighbour just how hard it was to get her
teenagers out of bed in the morning. The neighbour replied that she never
had any trouble with her son. I just open the door and let the cat into the
room,’ she explained. The mother was puzzled, and asked how that might
help. ‘Easy. The dog sleeps on my son’s bed.’
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[ Exodus: what’s the big idea? ]

This month we are looking at Exodus, the second book of the Old Testament.
Its name means ‘departure’, reminding us that Israel’s flight out of slavery in
Egypt is the major focus of the book.

Exodus is a book of two halves! The first (chapters 1-19 and 32-34) is the story
of an oppressed people who are delivered from slavery into a life of freedom.
The second half (chapters 20-31 and 35-40) consists of detailed instructions
about the life and worship of God's people. The book introduces us to their
salvation or deliverance, as story. God's promises to Abraham are fulfilled as
the people journey to the Promised Land. He also renews His covenant with
them at Sinai, expressed in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17).

At the heart of Exodus is the person of God Himself. In chapter 3, God reveals
His name as YHWH or / am who | am’ to Moses (Exodus 3:14). This is the name
by which God is known throughout the Old Testament, expressed in the title
‘the LORD'. To know God’s name is to know Him, as well as His character: His
justice, truthfulness, mercy, faithfulness and holiness. He is the God who controls
history, delivering the people out of Egypt, while the death of the Passover
lamb points us to Jesus' death on the cross (1 Corinthians 5:7).

God's promises of help remain true for us today. ‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm
and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today’ (Exodus 14:13).

As Eugene Peterson said, ‘This Exodus story continues to be a major means
that God uses to draw men and women in trouble out of the mess of history
into the kingdom of salvation.’

Canon Paul Hardingham

More musings...
I'm taking care of my procrastination issues. Just you wait and see.

| hate it when | see an old person, and then realize we went to school together.

My boss calls me ‘The Computer.’ Nothing to do with intelligence; I go to
sleep if left unattended for 15 minutes.
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[ Mothering Sunday ]

Mothering Sunday is a day of mixed emotions. For many it's a happy, joyous
day but for others it's one of pain and grief. A day to celebrate love while
acknowledging those who cannot have children or have lost them and those
who have no relationship with their mother.

In the dying moments of His life, Jesus honoured Mary his mother by showing
her love and care. He entrusted His mother to John's protection, 'When Jesus
saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said
to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”
From that time on, this disciple took her into his home’ (John 19:26-27). While
affirming the importance of mothers, Jesus reminds us that the love we show
on Mothering Sunday is just a token of our continuous appreciation of them.

Jesus also created a new way of being family, marking the beginnings of the
church. In the past, people would go back to their mother church on this Sunday,
to acknowledge its importance in their lives. Jesus invites us into this new
family of love and mutual belonging where we can find a place, irrespective of
our own family circumstances.

Church is not always an easy place to be, because we are shaped by our own
experience of mothering. We may find it hard to give or receive love without
ourselves getting in the way. However, God's help is available to change things,
‘because God'’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us’ (Romans 5:5).

The mother of three difficult youngsters was asked whether she'd have children
if she had it to do over again. ‘Yes,’ she replied. ‘But not the same ones.’

Canon Paul Hardingham

If you could change one thing about your mum...
She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I'd get rid of that.

I'd make my mum smarter. Then she would know it was my sister who did
it, not me.

She’d be more relaxed about me not doing my homework.
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[ Why pews SHOULD be uncomfortable... ]

Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy. Take the
parish of St James-the-Least, whose elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues
his correspondence to his nephew Darren, a recently-ordained low-church curate...

My dear Nephew Darren,

Visits from your parishioners to our church are always welcome, but | did not
expect them to return to you complaining because our pews are uncomfortable.

Pews are meant to be uncomfortable. The unshakeable belief of our congregation
is that the more uncomfortable the pew, the holier the worship must be. By the
same token, an 8am Service is more fervent than one at 11am since it is much
more socially inconvenient. If you add on enduring sub-zero temperatures and
damp then sainthood clearly beckons.

Our pews were built 500 years ago, when people were several inches shorter
and many pounds lighter and could accommodate themselves on the pews
perfectly adequately. The fact that a 21*-century body is in constant danger of
sliding off the seat and requires knees to be folded somewhere near the ears at
least helps to keep minds focused — apart from Colonel Wainwright, who still
manages to sleep peacefully throughout Mattins every Sunday.

| could point out that your chairs make kneeling almost impossible, although |
suspect that posture is not encouraged in your church as people would then be
unable to read the words on your overhead projector or wave their arms about
during the hymns. While the majority of our congregation find the Anglican
crouch perfectly adequate, you can see those who flop to their knees on hearing
‘let us pray’ from the clouds of dust sent up from suddenly compressed hassocks,
which were purchased to commemorate Queen Victoria’'s Accession.

I may also point out that our box pews are very useful for modern times. Once
a family is seated and the door firmly shut, any toddler is penned in and unable
to use the aisles as a racing circuit.

If only you would remove your chairs and substitute benches without backs, turn
off all heating and replace carpets with slate slabs, I am sure your congregation’s
religious zeal would soar.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
12



Rous Lench
St Peter’s Church

ST PETER’'S CHURCH

Friday 8" March, 7pm: Jeremy Johnson in concert
You are invited to an evening of great music, delicious food and good
company on Friday 8" March at Church Lench Village Hall (please note
change of venue). Doors open at 7pm. Bar available.

Tickets include a two-course supper and are just £15 each.
Please contact Fran on ****** gr *kkkk gyhkkkrk
to book your seats. Check Jeremy out on YouTube. Don'’t miss it!

DEFIBRILLATOR

=T

h‘l',.;:;:’ﬁ;_{;w 333 Rous Lench Parish Council secured funding from London
gy

Hearts for a defibrillator for Radford. This has been fitted
at The Wheelbarrow Castle and is up and running on The
Circuit. The Parish Council would like to express their thanks
to London Hearts for the funding and The Wheelbarrow
Castle for allowing this life-saving equipment to be sited
here so it is available 24/7 in an emergency.

London Hearts have provided a video containing a professionally-recorded full
demonstration training session, including FAQs, which is definitely worth
watching: www.vimeo.com/557677120/e7524918c5.

There is also a defibrillator available at Rous Lench Village Hall.

VILLAGE HALL

The hall is currently undergoing extensive works due to the discovery of dry rot.
The committee is dealing with this but the hall may be unavailable whilst repairs
take place. The committee apologises for any inconvenience caused and hopes
that the hall is soon up and running as normal again.

There will be no more pub nights until the autumn. Thank you to everyone who
hosted a pub night and to those who supported them.
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( Rous Lench ]

Rous LENCH PARISH COUNCIL

All parishioners are welcome to attend our meetings: the next will be held on
Monday 18™ March at 7pm in the Village Hall. Residents are invited to put
forward any ideas, concerns or queries during public question time. If you cannot
attend in person, please raise issues with the Clerk at rouslenchpc@gmail.com.

We currently have a vacancy on the council and would love to hear from
community minded people who want to give something back to their local
area. It is a voluntary position with an induction and training. Meetings are
every other month and are a couple of hours long on a Monday evening. In
the interim, about an hour per week is needed to keep up to date with council
matters. Are you interested? Would you like more information? Please contact
the Clerk, Kerry Williamson (details above), who will be happy to help.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION — THANK YOU

Rous Lench and Inkberrow RBL would like to thank everyone who donated to
the branch Poppy Appeal in 2023 by way of collection boxes, coffee mornings
and events. We raised £8,412.41 towards the national appeal.

Q\/ -

THE LENCHES TENNIS CLUB

GOOD NEwsS!!

A new LTA Youth Start coaching course for 4-7 year olds
starts in April. The LTA will send each child a tennis racquet,
balls and LTA T-shirt. All this and 6 coaching sessions for £29.99
For more information, see www.clubspark.Ita.org.uk or
e-mail valetenniscoaching@gmail.com
Other adult and junior coaching courses available as usual
Adults: contact ******@****xx
Juniors: contact *xxxgxrax
Membership: contact *****+@**x*+x

Membership is not necessary to take part in coaching courses

14



Church Lench
All Saints’ Church

FLOWER ROTA

30" March Easter — combined effort
13" April Nadine Woakes
27" April Joy & Jacky

LENT LUNCHES

There will be three more lunches this month on Wednesday 6", 13™ and 20™
March in the Lenches Club between 12 noon and 2pm. A variety of delicious
homemade soups followed by cheese and biscuits will be available for just £7.
Hot and cold drinks will be on sale from the bar and there will be a raffle which
will be drawn at the final lunch on Wednesday 20" March.

FLOWER FESTIVAL WEEKEND
Saturday 29" and Sunday 30" June

The theme for this year's festival will be HOLIDAYS which we are sure will
inspire all scarecrow builders and church flower arrangers! There will be a Craft
Fayre, plant sales and refreshments in the Village Hall, and we are also hoping
for many gardens to be open in Church Lench and Atch Lench.

If you would like to find out more about these events, or be involved in any
way, please contact Lyndall Bagnall (******) or Nadine Woakes (******),
Alternatively, the following people will provide you with further information:

#* Flower arrangers: Di Badger (******)

+ Opengardens: Chris Cross (******@******) or

Lara Hailwood Sparkes (******@******)

Scarecrows: Lyndall Bagnall (******)
Craft stalls: Nadine Woakes (******’ ******@******)

) .r‘ B3 G : ’-\. R
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South Lenches Parish Council
www.southlenchesparishcouncil.org
*xxxkk clerk@southlenchesparishcouncil.org

Meetings of the Parish Council
Information can be found on the Church Lench notice board in the Croft, the
notice board in Atch Lench, the Lenches Community Facebook page and the
Parish Council website. Meetings are held every two months: January, March,
May, July, September and November. All parishioners are welcome to attend.

Free energy home improvements
now available to residents in Worcestershire
The Home Upgrade Grant scheme (HUGS) is designed to tackle colder homes
that do not have mains gas central heating. Homeowners and tenants in
Worcestershire could benefit from a variety of measures to help reduce energy
bills including internal and external wall insulation, loft and cavity wall insulation,
air source heat pumps, solar panels, draught proofing and many more.

To qualify, households must:
+ not use mains gas to heat their home,
# have a gross annual income of less than £31,000,
+ have a current home Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) rating
ofDto G

Funding is also available for landlords in the charity and private rented sector.

Those who qualify for the scheme will undergo a free technical survey to
determine the most suitable energy efficiency measures. All projects must be
completed by March 2025.

For more information, including full eligibility, and to register your interest visit
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/home-upgrade-grant-scheme-hug2 or contact
your local energy charity Act on Energy on their free advice line 0800 988 2881.

16


mailto:clerk@southlenchesparishcouncil.org

( Church Lench ]

LENCHES WI

On Monday 18" March, at 2pm in The Lenches Club, Terry Green from the
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust will be giving our members a talk on Hedgehogs.
If you would like to join us, you would be most welcome. For further information,
please contact Jean Houlton (******),

COMMUNITY EVENT WITH HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITION

Saturday 23" and Sunday 24" March, from 12noon
at the Lenches Sports and Recreation Club
As part of the progress we are making with the Neighbourhood Plan, we are
holding a community event at the Club. We would love you to come and see a
display of some wonderful old photographs that show the amazing history we
have, and share with you our vision for the future of the Lenches.

Come and chat with us about what we have been doing, see the photos and
have a drink with your friends! We look forward to seeing you!

VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 20" April: Confetti
Will Jackson presents this one-man comedy as he invites you to join uptight
and unlucky-in-love Felix in the week leading up to his best friend’s wedding.
From surprise hen night to wedding reception, this star-crossed ‘mate of
honour' is determined everything will be perfect... as long as there aren’t any
distractions! Shining the spotlight on the often side-lined gay best friend, we
follow Felix on his own whirlwind adventure in pursuit of a happy ending.

Tickets cost £12.50 and are available from all
Church Lench Village Hall Committee members.

Save the date
Our next Big Brunch will be held on Saturday 11" May.

Hiring the hall
Interested in hiring the hall? For booking enquiries, please contact Bev Gillis at
clvillagehallbookings@gmail.com and see our pages on www.thelenches.org.uk.
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Harvington
St James’ Church

A HUGE THANK You

Thank you to everyone who helped, donated, supported and came along to
our Christmas Fair. Lots of fun was had by all who came, and the event raised
over £2,000 for St James’s Church and the organisations it supports. Plans are
already in progress for Christmas Fair 2024 — further details later in the year.

FAITH TODAY

Friday 8" March, 10am at ****** | eys Rd
The topic for our March meeting is the Lord’s Prayer. We all know the prayer by
heart but this is a chance to look at it in depth and learn a little more. Why not
join us around the cosy fire to talk about this unique prayer?

(Although this topic was originally scheduled for February, it has been moved to
our March meeting.)

For more information, please get in touch with Sophie on ****** or e-mail
******@******'

SAVE THE DATES

Saturday 8" & Sunday 9" June August Bank Holiday Weekend
Flower Festival all weekend 24™ 25" & 26™ August
Saturday: Family Fun Summer Fete Hat Festival with Flowers

Sunday: Songs of Praise

Further details of both events to follow
Any queries, please contact Katie Horton — ******@***x**

ST JAMES’ CHURCH HARVINGTON
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( Harvington ]

CAMEO TEeAs

Wednesday 13" March, 3pm at ****** | eys Rd
Even though the weather should be getting warmer, our March CAMEO tea will
still be held at Sophie’s house. Please join us for a cosy afternoon with tea, cake
and a friendly chat.

GARDENING TEAM

Saturday 9™ March, 9.30am-12noon
As another season begins, it seems no time at all since my last message when
we were resting for winter. At our first meeting of 2024 we will be looking at
what the winter has left us — no doubt Joy and Julian will have already checked
and will have a long list of jobs for our loyal team! We will also circulate a full
list of team dates for your diaries.

Please spare a little of your day to come and help the gardening team. | cannot
promise good weather, but | can promise good company and a break around
11am for tea, coffee and more chat.

Clive Allen

FILM NIGHT

Friday 22" March, 7.15pm: The Miracle Club (cert 12)

Ballygar, Dublin, 1968: close friends Lily (Maggie Smith), Eileen (Kathy Bates) and
Dolly (Agnes O'Casey) win the trip of a lifetime — a pilgrimage to Lourdes. With
each woman desperately in need of a personal miracle, the trip seems like an
answer to all their prayers. But when they are joined by Chrissie (Laura Linney),
returning to Dublin after decades in America, deep wounds from the past are
re-opened and bitter truths exposed. As they confront one another and embrace
their shared past, the group face revelations that will change them forever.

Doors open 7.15 pm; screen illumination 7.45pm
Buy a raffle ticket at the door for £2.50 and see the film for free!
Provide your own glasses, drinks and nibbles, and please take away all rubbish
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Harvington

(-k**-k**)

HARVINGTON COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK

The Community Support group comprises a small team of
volunteers (all DBS-checked) who are available to support

residents who need a hand. We can assist with transport, small

W
someone while a carer has a break, dealing with admin and form-

-
e~
r DIY jobs or occasional shopping, friendly visiting or sitting with
filling, etc. For bigger concerns, we may be able to provide advice about who to

ROL

SLPPORT
contact. If you think we can be of service, please contact us on ****** (Jeave a
Wendy and Konrad Monks (Coordinators)

message if we don’t answer and we will get back to you).

Financial emergency? Extra help needed? Live in Harvington?
St James’ Church manages an emergency fund on behalf of the

community. If you need a little financial assistance, please call
*xkkxx and we will offer what support we can.

The vicar was already regretting
ordering the new stained glass
window from IKEA

They could either have a
procession of crosses or a donkey.

But not both...
20



Abbots Morton

St Peter’s Church
(www.abbotsmorton.info/st-peters-church)

FOOTPATH

Work has begun on improving the quality of the footpath at the top of the
church steps. Pippa Heenan has been laying some cold tarmac where the old
surface has been uneven and crumbling. It's work in progress and when
completed will provide a better walking surface.

HEDGEROWS

New blackthorn whips have been planted to extend the hedge on the northern
side of the churchyard. Consideration is also being given to whether the row of
Leylandii trees at the eastern edge should be given some tree surgery.

FLOWER FUND

After a generous collection at the Carols on the Green, there is a healthy sum
available in the Flower Fund to send flowers or a plant to anyone who has been
treated as a hospital in-patient. If you know of anyone in the parish who has
been hospitalised, please contact Roma Jones on ****#**

YouRrR CHURCH NEEDS You

St Peter’s urgently needs people in the parish to join the PCC. If you would
like to get involved in looking after St Peter's Church, please come onto the
Parochial Church Council (PCC). We meet once every two months to plan and
carry out developments to the church and churchyard, organise fundraising
activities and contribute to the forms of service used. The current members of
are the Rector, Revd Richard Thorniley; Lynne Pemberton (churchwarden, ******);
Colin Pemberton, (PCC secretary, ******). Roma Jones and Lynda Payne. Please
contact any of them if you would like to join.

See overleaf for more news from Abbots Morton
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( Abbots Morton ]

PARISH COUNCIL

All parishioners are welcome to attend our Parish Council meetings: the next
will be held on Thursday 14™ March at 8pm in Abbots Morton Village Hall.
Residents are invited to put forward any ideas, concerns or queries during public
question time. If you cannot attend in person then please raise issues with the
Clerk, Kerry Williamson, at abbotsmortonpc@gmail.com.

There is currently one vacancy on the Parish Council. If you are interested in
becoming a Councillor, please contact the Clerk for more information.

VILLAGE HALL
(www.abbotsmorton.info/abbots-morton-village-hall)

Tai Chi
Tai Chi classes are now being held in the village hall on Wednesday mornings,
10-11am throughout March, led by Andrew Lowe from Inkberrow. If there is a
good attendance the classes could become a permanent fixture at the hall. If
you are interested in attending, please contact Andrew on ******

Tuesday 5" March, 10am-12noon: Community coffee morning
Everyone is welcome to come along for a chat and a catch-up over tea, coffee
and biscuits. There is no entry fee and the refreshments are free of charge too
although, if you wish, you can make a donation towards the cost of electricity
into our terracotta ‘Power Pot'.

Annual General Meeting
The AGM of the Village Hall Committee was held on 8" February. More details
in the next issue.

Easyfundraising
Our Easyfundraisers have brought in £17.91 in the past month, bringing the
total raised to £1,255. Our thanks to all 26 supporters and we'd love to recruit
more. If you shop online and would like to help raise funds for the village hall,
please sign up today by visiting www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
abbotsmortonvillagehall.
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Services

J

Registered Osteopaths

,‘\3“' ;lé Russell Sutton D.O
_: ‘ﬁ_ Rachel Quickenden D.O
-;;‘ E 98 High Street, Evesham,
7 & Wores. WR11 4EU

01386 421821

www.eveshamnaturalhealth.co.uk

'IC'-I BE THE BEST

VERSION OF YOURSELF

R M Thetere,

12A ATCH LENCH ROAD
CHURCH LENCH, EVESHAM, WR11 4UG
COLINLAYTON@GMAIL.COM
01386 871609
3 07939 522 097

j

Helping you live your
healthiest and happiest life!

o

Thinking about Retiremont?\

Cerlified Business & Personal Coach (ICF)
Carolyn Hodges

07818 014888
carolyn@mycleardirection.com
www.mycleardirection.com

Retirement Transition 4'-‘\ Sor detalls and a
R E V l VA L Coaching can hefp N\ froe consum'r;on
01386 792126 Q LT & WELLAEAG CERTIG ur':lrﬁ‘.f' o pleass c:m:'g
info¥revival-health.co.uk b . leardirection
\. i >

WHAT WE PROVIDE:
- older adult health assessments

Cognitive assessments, blood tests
Positive ageing reviews

Home Visit ECG service

Ear wax remaval service

¢® 0330 1339093

BENEFITS:

No wait times

Pre-bookable

Experienced GP who understands the
challenges housebound patients and
reiatives face

Onward referrals for scans, consultants or
allied health professionals

© admin@homevisithealthcare info
& www.homevisithealthcare.co.uk




Home & Garden/Services

garden rooms/ offices

GARDEN ROOMS/OFFICES ace one
of the best ways fo add value and
gain extra space around your home
It's smuch cheaper than moving

and often Planning Pensission is
NOT required.

BE [T TO WORK, RELAX OR ENTERTAIN
el belp vou envisage, then
design and build a supesbly
insuated, Joeg lasting garden room
R that you'll be proud of,

Gall us tnday for an initial chat,

C otsw uld Furm*urc \lal\or~

07816 954 203

2 N
BRITANIA o
=" GERVICES

The locally based company offering economical solutions
to all your heating and plumbing needs including servicing,
repars and full bathroom installations

Tel : 01386 791321 Email: britservi @gmail.com

A
Dr VRO p s3te
N J

" HINTON PEST CONTROL LTD

Local company providing pest solutions
to commercial & domestic clients
Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs, Fleas, Ants,
Cockroaches, Carpet Moths/Beetles,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Moles & Birds
Fully Insured, BPCA/RSPH Il Qualified
Call our friendly team on
Tel: 01386 41762 /07775 168666
www. hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

_ HPE

"ANDREW SMITH
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Traditonal and Power Sweeping
Clean, reliable and fully insured
smoke test, CCTV and certificates.
Evening and weekend appomuments

alse available Member:of the

Inatitare of Chimney

Swecps

Based locally in Inkberrow
Phone: 01386 793248
\_Mobite: 07789 721303

) mBomsclJ(n
Local. oS

Trusted.

You matter to us

Dedicated.

tbsolicitors.co.uk

e ford A
'f o

01684 299633 01242235250 01789 2955484

‘EVESHAM SELF

STORAGE
¥

Secure Compound
SmaﬂUmt:8ffx 10ft or LargeUmt&ftx)Oft |

for Domestic or
Commercial Goods

TAPCAST

computer services
J

Local, trusted IT support done remotely & onsite

IT Suppoet « Microsoft Office 365 & Cloud
Remote Working Solutions « Computer Equipment
Backup & Disaster Recovery
Caoll 01386 792196 Microsoft

jane nm,li(f(ifnpr;n-.L( o.uk

www.tapcast.co.uk

Security Services «




( Home & Garden ]

Garden Machinery )\ [ GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Mobile Service & Repair

Will White

1: 01386 860 918

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Pruning,
Turfing, etc.

No job too small. References available.
Garden clearance service,

For a free quote phone Tony

m: 07716 404489 T: 01386 854797 M: 07752 613814
[u ikl EVERGREEN GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Ll A s Ry’ \
4 A Pest Control

Tame Desigin

Garden design, construction

All aspects of pest control work
Domestic, commercial & agricultural
Fully insured, local, friendly service

& maintenance Prompt and reliable service
Fully qualified & accredited
Specialist pruning & horticultural « Rodents
services * Insects
« Squirrels

Moles

07840 281 429 or 01386 870150

jttamedesign@gmail.com ) G Seoit SR an

01386 462627 07800 796 338

/Mah‘hew J Stevens\ S o= M.
Electrician

Al Types of domestic, retad and commercidl electrical work
Fuly Qualfed, Desion, Testing and Inspection, Replacament Consumer Unis
Iestakation and Manienance, All work fully Cerified and Inswed
Tel:- 01386 870931 Mob:- 07771 616189

Tel: 01386 870956 Mobile: 07866 811209 ,ﬁiﬁimﬁfi?alﬁtiﬁaﬂf.ﬁﬂ"&?%
W

Y, trevor@marchwoodmaintenance.co.uk

¢ Painting & Decorating
+ Artexing & Coving
+ Wall & Floor Tiling

\
N

Planning permission

Building regulations

l CHRIS REED
Chris Reed BSc.(Hons) Dip.Arch.
direct: 07754 348840 smait: reedarchitect@icioud.com /‘




[ Leisure/Home

Your local friendly farmshop

Quality food from our own farm
and trusted local suppliers
Our own beef, lamb, sausage & bacon
Café now serving breakfast & lunch
Gift vouchers; hampers made to order

Call us on 01386 870296
Email shop@ellendenfarmshop.co.uk
www.ellendenfarmshop.co.uk

Shop open 9am to 6pm every day
Café 9am-4pm (hot food 9.30am-3pm)

FERNDOWN DIVERSIONS

* HARD WOOD LOGS
s SOFT WOOD LOGS
* WOODCHIP

e SAWN TIMBER

All of our fire wood is locally
grown and seasoned and can be
bought in small or large quantities,
local delivery can be arranged.

Call 01386 792951 for more info.
Leave a message and we will get
back to you.

www.ferndowndiversions.co.uk

1

(

"
THE LODGE

BEAUTY amed WELLBEING

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE « REFLEXOLOGY
HOT STONE THERAPY o THAI HERBAL THERAPY
FACIALS « VEGAN TREATMENTS
MANICURES « PEDICURES
GEL POLISH « WAXING & TINTING
MENS GROOMING e SPRAY TANS
PAMPER PACKAGES

“An 02515 of poace & tranguility from the moment you wak thiough the door”
The perfect pick-me-up, a fabulous experience

"4

THE LODGE
At The Vale Golf Club
Hill Furze Road, Bishampton, WR10 21.Z

www.thelodgetherapy.com 01386 462189
contact@thelodgetherapy.com )

MAI DUDLEY h
Tailor and Dress Maker

w"’ Perfect Time
\/ Alcester Road
Radford WR7 4L.S

Business 01386 792206
Home 01386 793284

CEIANAEST
chris.dudley@dudleys-coaches.co.uk

Key to Church Services
BCP Book of Common Prayer
Service

All other communion services use
the Common Worship liturgy
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ARCH Benefice March 2024

(key on p26) Abbots Morton Rous Lench Church Lench Harvington
39 March 8.30am Holy 1lam 9.30am Morning Service
Communion (BCP) | Holy Communion 6.30pm Taizé

Wednesday 11am Holy Communion

6™ March (BCP)

10" March 11am 11am 9.30am

Mothering Sunday | Mothering Sunday Mothering Sunday | Mothering Sunday
Morning Service Communion Communion

17" March 11lam 8.30am Holy 9.30am

Morning Service

Communion (BCP)

Holy Communion

Tuesday 19" March

11lam Holy Communion

24" March 10am Benefice 6.30pm Benefice

Palm Sunday Family Service with | Communion and
Procession Reading the Passion

Thursday 28" March 7.30pm 11am Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

Friday 29" March 6.30pm Good 11am Good Friday

Good Friday Friday Meditation Meditation

31° March 11am 11am 11am 9.30am

Easter Sunday

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Family Communion

Family Communion




