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Readings 

3rd February Ezekiel 43:27-44:4; Psalm 48; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 2:22-40 

10th February Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

17th February Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 

24th February Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25; Psalm 65; Revelation 4:1-11; Luke 8:22-25 

3
rd

 March Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 

6th March 

Ash Wednesday 

Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-18; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

10th March 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13;  

Luke 4:1-13  

17th March Genesis 15:1-12; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 

24th March Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 

31st March 

Mothering 

Sunday 

Exodus 2:1-10; Psalm 34:11-20; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; Luke 2:33-35 
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Not just for the birds 

Do you like watching birds flying? I do! I think they are fascinating, swooping 

and diving, obviously with some purpose in mind. Although not always... 

Driving along the M5 on a wet and windy day recently, a large number of 

birds suddenly took off from a field next to the carriageway and flew over to 

the other side. But instead of landing on the field opposite, they all suddenly 

wheeled around as if to go back to their original field. And then they all began 

to float on the wind, letting it carry them, lifting them up and whirling them 

around. As I watched, I realised they were playing! For a few moments, they 

were having a wonderful time, just letting the wind take them along. 

I wonder how often we humans let go like that. We live in a world where we 

seem to be continually buffeted about, tossed and turned by the winds and 

storms of life, not knowing quite what the future holds for us and for our world. 

But perhaps instead of allowing our worries to take over our lives, we should 

try, for a while, to ‘let go and let God’, letting ourselves float on the God-given 

wind inside us, the breath of His Holy Spirit; letting Him lift and hold us in the 

assurance of His love. Flying isn’t just for the birds! 

Janet Stean 

Stop date for next issue: Monday 4
th

 February 

Thought for the month 
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Rector’s Corner 

Midweek Holy 

Communion (BCP): 
Wednesdays, 11am 

St James’ Church, 

Harvington 

Tuesday prayers: 

8.30-9.30am 

February: 

St Peter’s, Rous Lench 

March: 

All Saints’, Church Lench 

Daily prayers: 

8am 

Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, Saturday 

St James’ Church,  

Harvington 

Home Communion: 

(please let me know  

in advance) 

Thursday 14th February Thursday 21st March 

Benefice prayers: 

9-10am at  

The Rectory, Harvington 

Saturday 9th February 

Saturday 23rd February 

Saturday 9th March 

Saturday 30th March 

Men’s Night: 

8.30pm (£10 for the kitty 

– includes ALL drinks) 

Thursday 7th February 

Golden Cross, Harvington 

No Men’s Night in March 

due to Lent 

Workers’ Lunch 

12.30pm (please let me 

know if you are coming) 

Wednesday 13th February 
Ellenden Farm Shop 

café, Harvington 

From the Registers 

Harvington 

9th December Baptism Alfie James LeNeveu 

19th December Funeral John Walsh 

The Lord’s Prayer is not, as some fancy, the easiest, the most natural of all 

devout utterances. It may be committed to memory quickly, but is slowly 

learned by heart.   Anon 
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Notices 

Spring Half Term Holiday Club 
 

Theme: “Presents from God: Light of the World” 
 

Tuesday 19th – Thursday 21st February 
10am-2.30pm each day 

Venue: ****** 

Games    Creative crafts    Chill time    Outdoor activities 
 

Cost: £8.50 per child per day or £25 for 3 days 
 

Ages catered for: 5-12 (school age) 
Please supply children with lunch (drinks provided) 

 

We also need adult and teenage helpers! 
To reserve a place or offer help, please get in touch with Revd  

Richard Thorniley on 01386 870527 or rector@archbenefice.org.uk 

Holland House Warm Day 
 

Monday 18th March, 10am-3pm at Holland House, Cropthorne 
 

ôWhat on earth is the Church for?õ 

Speaker: Bishop Robert Paterson 
 

£17 inclusive of lunch at Holland House (pay on the day). To book, contact 

Richard Thorniley (870527, rector@archbenefice.org.uk) by Monday 4
th

 March 
 

A thoughtful day that will provide challenge and insight to reflect on this year 

Ash Wednesday 
 

The North Avon Group Ash Wednesday Service with Ashing will take place 
on Wednesday 6th March, 7.30pmΣ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΣ LƴƪōŜǊǊƻǿΦ 
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Notices 

Heating oil delivery dates for  

the ARCH buying group 

Evesons Fuels: 01905 775920 

Thursdays: 14th February, 14th March,  

11th April, 9th May, 13th June 

Phone your order to Evesons by 5pm on the 

preceding Monday  

Service of Confirmation  

Saturday 8
th

 June at Worcester Cathedral 
 

What is confirmation? 

A confirmation service is the service at which a person ‘confirms’ the vows 

that were taken on their behalf at baptism. It is a public confirmation of a 

commitment to the Christian faith and membership of the church. 
 

Can I be confirmed if I have not been baptised? 

No, but you can get baptised and confirmed at the same service. So not 

being baptised does not mean that you cannot be confirmed.  
 

Who might consider confirmation? 

Top of the list are those who have recently become Godparents and are not 

“confirmed”. It is difficult to perform the spiritual obligations promised as a 

Godparent if you are not confident in the faith. Being a Godparent is a lot 

more than remembering Godchildren’s birthdays and Christmas presents. 
 

Next is anyone who regards themselves as a regular worshipper, perhaps 

through family services, and feels ready to make a public commitment about 

their faith. There is a suggested minimum age of 12 years old, but no maximum. 
 

So what next? 

If you are interested, get in touch with Reverend Richard Thorniley on 

870527. You will then be enrolled on a preparation course which provides 

an opportunity to further explore the Christian faith, so there is an 

understanding about what you are being confirmed into. 

Richard Thorniley 



 

7 

Notices 

Healing Service 

The Christian Church has involved itself with prayer for healing from 

its earliest roots, and it remains an active part of its ministry today.  
 

On Sunday 10th February at the 6.30pm service at Harvington we 

will have a Service for Healing. Prayers will be offered for anybody 

who requires healing. If you would like to receive this prayer for 

yourself or someone else, please join us and receive a gift from God. 
 

Richard Thorniley 

WOMENõS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

On Friday 1 st  March  over 3 million women will be praying and worshipping  
together using an order of service prepared by the women of Slovenia 
on the theme Come ð Everything is Ready . We will be joining them at 
St Jamesõ Church, Harvington at 6pm, with tea served from 5.30pm . 
 

We meet as Christians of all denominations to join in prayer and worship.  
Everyone is welcome to attend ð men, women and children ð so come and 
join an event that will involve 170 countries, beginning in  
Samoa and finishing in American Samoa, 38 hours later.  
 

A TRULY GLOBAL EVENT  
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Lent course: the Passion through the Arts 

During Lent you are invited to join a 5-week course that will explore the Passion 

of Christ. Following a suggestion 3 years ago we are reflecting on the Passion 

through different forms of art. The course will be run by the North Avon 

Group of churches and we will join friends from Inkberrow and surrounding 

parishes on the following evenings: 

Wednesday 13th March Music St Peter’s, Inkberrow 

Wednesday 20th March Dance Church Lench Village Hall 

Wednesday 27th March Film The PEC, Inkberrow 

Wednesday 3rd April Pictures Church Lench Village Hall 

Wednesday 10th April Reading/play The PEC, Inkberrow 

(The PEC is the church hall next to St Peter’s Church, Inkberrow) 

We gather at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start and finish by 9pm (approx). 

More details will be available in the churches, on the website and via e-mail. 

Music will be led by Lauretta Rienstra who is an international concert pianist; 

the film is the recently-released Mary Magdalene, seeing the Passion through 

her eyes; and the pictures will be a collaboration with a local artist. For the 

reading/play we are in contact with local ‘players’, while dance will be explored 

via a DVD of a piece performed by professionals based on St Matthew’s Passion. 

Transport can be organised if required. 

St Valentine’s Day 
The first recorded association of St Valentine’s Day with romantic love (1382) 

is from Geoffrey Chaucer. He wrote, ‘For this was Saint Valentine’s Day, when 

every bird cometh there to choose his mate.’ This poem was in honour of the 

first anniversary of the engagement of King Richard II to Anne of Bohemia.  

St Valentine’s Day is referred to by Ophelia in Hamlet (written circa 1599-1601), 

ôTo-morrow is Saint Valentine’s day, All in the morning betime, And I a maid 

at your window, To be your Valentine.’ 
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Love despite Brexit? 

‘Should I stay or should I go?’ (The Clash). Since the referendum in June 2016, 

we have seen families, our nation and Parliament divided by different opinions 

over Europe. But ‘at the heart of the Christian message is Jesus' command to 

love our neighbour. This includes those with whom we agree and disagree; at 

home, in Europe and further afield’ (CofE Bishops, December 2018). 

As we celebrate St Valentine’s Day this month, how can we conduct this debate 

in a loving way? The Apostle Peter reminds us, ‘Show proper respect to everyone, 

love the family of believers, fear God, honour the emperor’ (1 Peter 2:17). 

Respect everyone: However much we may disagree with another person’s 

perspective, we should respect them as a person. This applies even if they don’t 

respect our views! 

Love the church: Among the family of believers there should be an even 

greater respect for each other! The way we treat each other not only reveals 

the depth of our love; it will also cause people to glorify God and want to be 

part of the family. 

Fear God: We must demonstrate our allegiance to God by putting Him first 

and following His leading. Of course, this doesn’t stop Christians from having 

different opinions to each other. 

Honour those in authority: We are called to honour those who are in authority 

over us ‘for the Lord’s sake’ (verse 13). Even when we disagree with their 

decisions and actions, we should keep our respect and not speak ill of them. 

Peter is calling us to live with the freedom to make up our own mind on Europe, 

while listening to what others say (verse 16). ôA Christian is a perfectly free lord 

of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to 

all’ (Martin Luther). 

Revd Paul Hardingham 

Hmmm... 
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. 

According to my calculations, the problem doesn't exist. 
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6 months in – how is my curacy going? 

I was ordained Pioneer Deacon on 30th June 2018 and started my curacy under 

incumbent Revd Richard Thorniley in the ARCH Benefice in July. So really we 

should ask him…but here’s my view so far. 

It has been wonderful to meet many people who attend services as well as 

those for whom Sunday services at the ‘inherited’ church are not a regular 

pattern of worship. Richard has been very supportive and allows me be involved 

in as many different types of worship as possible and is patient when my paid 

work means I cannot see through a particular thread of being present. My wife 

Carol has attended as many events as her time allows, given her involvement 

on the PCC, rotas and as parish administrator at All Saints’ in Evesham. 

I organised three listening events in November entitled Where is God already 

at work? in Harvington, Church Lench and Rous Lench. Though only a very few 

people turned up, the quality of the dialogue has been very helpful. A further 

event will be held in Abbots Morton in January. 

From all this contact, there are some themes I would like to explore further in 

the next six months: 

Many Christians feel a lack of familiarity and comfort when speaking 

about their faith, even amongst friends. 

There are many church outreach events for children and families, but less 

involvement for older families and those whose families live far away; 

also for local Christians finding ‘their’ church is still a work in progress. 

Accordingly I plan to do two things next: 

Start a 6-week course entitled Talking Jesus (see www.talkingjesus.org) 

to be run on convenient dates, times and venues during Lent. I have 10 

places on this free (aside from venue costs) course. 

Investigate a monthly Messy Church group meeting outside the existing 

structures. Messy Church has been around for some years and can bring 

together those seeking a fresh type of Christian experience. Accordingly 

I plan to hold a Messy Church discovery evening in early March. 

As always, I am happy to meet to hear feedback and suggestions. 

Chris Sheehan 
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God’s grace really is sufficient 

‘To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 

revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 

torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But 

He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness"’ (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). 

We cannot identify for certain the nature of Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’. It may 

have been a physical illness like malaria or problems with his eyesight. It could 

refer to the constant opposition to his ministry from those Jews who hated 

what he was doing. What we do know is that whilst Satan used it to give Paul 

a rough time, God used it to keep him humble in the midst of the wonderful 

revelations that had been granted to him. 

Paul’s instinctive response to the thorn is to ask God that it be removed. He 

persisted in prayer too, showing that he really expected God to deliver him. 

Prayer should also be our first response to crisis. Our belief is that God is able 

and willing to rescue us from any attack of the devil. However, in this case 

God in His wisdom chose not to deliver Paul from the thorn, but instead to 

pour His grace into his life in such a way that he could cope with the situation 

and continue to minister effectively. 

Grace has been defined as ‘God’s strength in our weakness’. Whether or not 

God chooses to answer our prayers for healing or deliverance, we can always 

count on the daily supply of His empowering and enabling grace. There is no 

situation outside His protective care, no need too large for His resources to 

match. Let your weakness be the opportunity for God’s all-sufficient grace to 

sustain you. His power is waiting to strengthen you. 

Lord, today I choose to lean on you, and to receive again your grace into my life. 

Tony Horsfall 

Family life 
If evolution is true, why do parents still only have one pair of hands?  

For 2019, I'd like to be the ideal parent, but I'm too busy raising my kids. 
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On the perils of trainers, high heels and soft shoes... 

Happily, the Church of England still retains some singular parish clergy. Take the 

parish of St James-the-Least, whose elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his 

correspondence to his nephew Darren, a recently-ordained low-church curate... 
 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

Having informed you of why clergy must always wear black shoes in church, my 

belief is that all those who hold any office in church should be similarly dressed. 

Altar servers have the tendency to arrive wearing what I am informed are called 

‘trainers’. Were they black it would be tolerable, but they seem to be without 

exception either brilliant white or luminous pink. When they arrive so attired I 

insist they remove them and serve in the sanctuary in their socks. Since our 

church floor is several degrees colder than permafrost, it normally takes them 

the rest of the morning with their feet in a bucket of hot water before circulation 

returns. They do not make that mistake a second time. 

The rule also applies to members of the choir; my only concession is that ladies 

are allowed to wear shoes with heels. But that can present its own hazards. 

Miss Threlfall recently appeared in heels that, by chance, were the exact size 

and shape of the holes in our beautiful Victorian heating gratings in the nave 

floor. During the procession at the start of the Service, her heel wedged in one. 

She is a lady of some determination and refused to stop, thereby holding up 

the procession and letting the congregation know something was amiss.  

So she proceeded, with a twelve inch square cast iron grid firmly attached to 

her foot. As she gallantly clanked up the aisle, rocking slightly since one leg was 

now several stones heavier, one of our basses, unaware of what had happened, 

stepped into thin air. Half of his body disappeared vertically downwards as the 

other half proceeded in a horizontal easterly direction, scattering tenors like 

skittles. I continue to visit him in hospital. 

Our organist arrives wearing black shoes but, once hidden in the organ loft, 

removes them and plays the organ in soft shoes. Or he did; these days he never 

removes his shoes at all. At Evensong on Sundays, my dog comes with me to 

swell the congregation and wanders round the church benignly as the Service 

progresses. After one Service, our organist came to retrieve his shoes only to 

continued 
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Smile please... 

New job 

First friend: So your new job gives you lots of freedom? 

Second friend: Absolutely – I get there any time I want before 8am, and leave 

just when I please after 5pm. 

Wishful 

First friend: Your problem is you are always wishing for what you haven’t got.  

Second friend: Well, what else can one wish for? 

Be my Valentine? 

Young man: Do you love me? 

Young lady: Yes. 

Young man: But can you live on my income? 

Young lady: Certainly – but what will you live on? 

Cold weather 

‘It was so cold where we were,’ boasted the Arctic explorer, ‘that the candle 

froze and we couldn’t blow it out.’ ‘That’s nothing,’ said his rival. ‘Where we 

were, it was so cold that our words came out in chunks of ice and we had to 

thaw them to see what we were talking about.’ 

find them missing. Their absence was inexplicable – until two weeks later when 

I found them buried in the Rectory rose garden. 

Churchwardens, of course, know the rules for correct footwear – that is why 

they have been elected to serve in such a distinguished office – although I do 

feel Admiral Hopkinson's practice of wearing white spats on top of his shoes 

when the bishop is here, a little excessive – even rather flash. 

Maintaining this dress policy once you have your own church, will be maintaining 

the true faith. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

On the perils of trainers... (continued) 
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I’ve recently been sorting through some family photographs. What struck me 

was how easy it was to date them by what people were wearing. My grandmother 

always wore black, with a crinoline blouse, and had her hair in a bun. I picked 

up a photo of her in 1945. She looked, to a modern eye, distinctly elderly. 

Actually, she was in her sixties. But even pictures from more recent times – the 

sixties and seventies – display how fashions change. The men all wear ties. The 

women are almost all in skirts (even if mini-skirts!). 

As I pondered, I wondered when I first saw someone read a lesson in church 

wearing jeans and a tee-shirt – let alone the shorts that became universal during 

last August. And whatever happened to ties? Even male cabinet ministers don’t 

wear them. On television only, the news readers always wear a tie, perhaps in 

tribute to Lord Reith’s instruction back in the 1920s that those who read the 

news bulletins on the radio should wear dinner jackets (even though no-one 

would see them). As for women wearing hats in church, I noticed that even our 

prime minister was not wearing one at the service of commemoration of the 

Battle of Amiens in the cathedral. 

It doesn’t matter, of course. Fashions have always changed, and it’s quite 

possible that the next change will be towards dignity and formality. Meanwhile 

we can all cherish our own prejudices. My personal bête noire is flip-flops 

underneath cassocks. I wonder if St Paul had such things in mind when he 

pleaded for all things to be done ‘decently and in order’? 

Canon David Winter 

Whatever happened to ties? 

Diagnosis 
‘Doctor,’ said the worried woman, ‘I'd like you to evaluate my 13-year-old son.’ 

‘OK. He's suffering from a transient psychosis with intermittent rage disorder, 

punctuated by episodic radical mood swings, but his prognosis is excellent 

for a full recovery.’ 

‘How can you say all that without even meeting him?’ 

‘I thought you said he's 13?’ 
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Recently the weather men and women have taken to talking about ‘organised 

rain to be expected following drizzle on western parts’. It’s nonsense, of course 

– rain isn’t ‘organised’, it isn’t ‘tame’. Like all our weather, it happens because 

of vast natural laws of nature and there’s precious little we can do about it. 

Pleasant summer sun can set fire to forests. The rain that nourishes our crops 

can turn to storms and floods. It’s the disorganisation, or unpredictability, of 

weather that catches our attention. 

The Psalms are full of descriptions about the weather – the lightning and 

thunder, the gentle spring rain, the baking heat of midday and ‘the barren and 

dry land where there is no water’. The weather is part of the mystery and 

unpredictability of life; the constantly-moving background of life on earth.  

In truth, it is the price we pay for living in our beautiful world, with its lakes and 

marshlands, deserts and rivers. It is the world we have from our Creator – green 

and pleasant sometimes, wild and scary at others. The world is not a ‘tame’ 

place. 

The Bible seems to think we should take the good with the bad – even the 

weather of February. As Psalm 148 says: ‘Praise the Lord from the earth…fire 

and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!’  

Or, as our grandmothers used to say, ‘Whether the weather be cold or whether 

the weather be hot, we’ll weather the weather whatever the weather, whether 

we like it or not!’ 
Canon David Winter 

Organised rain? 

The GOOD news about chocolate 
A little bit of chocolate is good for you – especially your heart. If you eat up 

to three bars a month, you could have a 13% lower risk of heart failure than 

if you do not eat any chocolate. It seems that natural compounds in cocoa 

called flavonoids boost blood vessel health and help reduce inflammation. 

So the advice from the researchers at the Icahn School of Medicine in New 

York is ‘moderate consumption of dark chocolate is good for health.’ 



 

16 

Rous Lench 

St Peter’s Church 

WREATH FESTIVAL 
 

After our very successful Wreath Festival, when the church was decorated with 

53 wreaths, twinkling lights, candles and good food, Tracy Browne is delighted 

to announce that over £700 was raised towards church roof repairs. Well done 

Tracy and a big ‘thank you’ to all who contributed! 

 

BOXES 
 

Just a gentle reminder: I will be collecting the Children’s Society collection 

boxes in March. Some of you have said that there is less loose change around 

this year. Don’t worry – we accept notes as well! 

 

ROUS LENCH VILLAGE HALL 

(www.rouslench.com) 
 

To book tickets, or for information about any event, e-mail info@rouslench.com 

or call ****** and leave your details and we'll get back to you. 
 

Pub nights 

Fridays, 8pm: 8th and 22nd February 

Join friends and neighbours in the village hall where a warm welcome, a well-

stocked bar and a crackling fire await you. These evenings are a great way for 

new residents to get to know local people and become part of the community. 

 

Saturday 16th February, 7.30pm 
 

La Bella Band 

The Lost Chord of Ulaanbaatar 
 

A musical cabaret-style show described as 

‘Eighty Days Around the World crossed with 

James Bond and Gardener’s Question Time! 

Tickets £12 (standard) 

Licensed bar open from 7pm 

Ticket price includes a light supper 
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VILLAGE HALL (CONTINUED) 
 

Coming soon to Rous Lench Village Hall - FILM NIGHTS 
 

Hall hire for private events 

Rous Lench Village Hall is available for hire for private events. For conditions 

and prices, please look on our website under the hall hire section, call ****** or 

e-mail info@rouslench.com. 

 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

Rous Lench and Inkberrow Royal British Legion branch would like to thank all 

those who contributed towards the £11,274 raised for the Poppy Fund in 2018 

through poppy boxes in shops and businesses, individual donations and our 

loyal band of house-to-house poppy collectors. Also included are the proceeds 

from our three coffee mornings, the Night to Remember concert and the 

collections taken during the Remembrance Sunday services. 

Rous Lench 

Rous Lench Diary 

Pub nights Friday 8th & 22nd February, 8pm Village Hall 

The Lost Chord of Ulaanbaatar Saturday 16th February, 7.30pm Village Hall 

Rous Lench Parish Council 
The dates of the next council meetings are: 28th January, 18th March and 

20th May, starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All parishioners are welcome 

to put forward any ideas, concerns or queries during our public question 

time at the start of the meeting – we look forward to seeing you. 

In addition, parish council elections are coming up on 2nd May. If you are a 

community-minded person who wants to make a difference please get in 

touch and I can point you in the right direction for putting yourself forward. 

If you need further information, please contact me: Hazel Robinson, Clerk to 

Rous Lench Parish Council, on ****** or rouslenchpc@gmail.com. 
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December was packed with many exciting events for the children and staff... 

Christmas Church Service 

We are so proud of all the children who performed in our Christmas service in 

church. The message of love, peace and hope was portrayed through the simple 

story of the nativity, the singing of traditional hymns and the triptych art work 

portraying the Holy Trinity. We also had a few of our musicians performing 

beautiful Christmas carols on the clarinet, violin and flute to set the scene.  

Posada Box 

This year we introduced the Posada Box which was sent home to share with our 

families during the Advent period. Las Posadas is a wonderful 400+ year-old 

Advent celebration in many Latin countries. For 9 days, from 16-24th December, 

families prepare for Christmas by acting out and reliving the days Mary and 

Joseph experienced as they journeyed to Bethlehem, as written in the Gospels. 

On Christmas Eve the box was handed to Reverend Canon Richard and 

welcomed into the church to share with the congregation.  

Christmas Festivities 

Our wonderful catering staff served a fabulous Christmas lunch for all the 

children, staff and governors. We had crackers to pull at the tables and enjoyed 

telling a few jokes! Father Christmas came to visit us after lunch. He had a chat 

with us in our classrooms and kindly gave us all a present. We even asked him 

some very interesting questions! Our Church Lench Friends also provided the 

annual travelling pantomime and a great children’s entertainer. 

Class 3’s trip to the Hindu Temple 

Our Class 3 children travelled to Oldbury to the Shri Venkateswara. It was a 

fabulous visit where the children learnt about the importance of respecting 

other religions and beliefs and observed first-hand Hindu worship and traditions. 

We spent time visiting the different temples and even saw a baby naming 

ceremony! The children were extremely well behaved and polite and asked and 

answered many interesting questions. At the end of the tour we were offered 

some rice and poppadoms to try…some even had seconds! 

On behalf of all the staff and children at Church Lench CE First School, I would 

like to wish our community a very happy and peaceful new year.  

Mrs Sam Price, Headteacher 

Church Lench First School News 
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FLOWER ROTA 
 

2nd February Jane Tinson 

16th February Betty Bowron 

6th March Start of Lent – no flowers 

 

THANK YOU 
 

I would like to thank my neighbours, friends and the W.I. committee for your 

kind thoughts, flowers, cards and offers of help during my recent convalescence 

after foot surgery. I am on the mend now and will soon be able to drive the car 

again after seven weeks. 

Much love 

Jane Powell 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

The PCC would like to offer their sincere thanks to everyone who so generously 

supported in any way the very successful and enjoyable Fayre at the end of 

November. The Grand Draw alone raised £950; together with the Coffee 

Morning and the main event, the final total was a magnificent £2,609. 

 

VILLAGE HALL 
 

Saturday 16th February, 8.45-9.30am: BIG BREAKFAST 

Tickets: adults £6.50, children £4, available from committee members 

Admission by pre-purchased ticket only 
 

Hall hire 

Church Lench Village Hall is available for hire for most events. Please contact 

****** or clvh.bookings@gmail.com for details, prices and availability. 

 

Church Lench 

All Saints’ Church 
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South Lenches Neighbourhood Plan 

I am pleased to report that significant progress on this lengthy operation took 

place in 2018. After being snowed in in February, we managed to hold a very 

successful consultation and feedback exercise in the village hall which was 

attended by 108 residents. Feedback was incorporated into our thinking and 

enabled us to move towards revision and completion of the Character 

Assessment and the proposed valued landscapes and protected green spaces. 

These have all now been seen and assessed by our consultants and the next 

step is for us to officially contact the few affected landowners. 

The main body of the Plan has been written and submitted to the consultants 

who are currently working through our proposals, and work has now started 

on completing other elements of the Plan – communications, documentation, 

gathering evidence, etc. It is my objective to complete all the main Plan 

documentation in the next month or two as I expect to be relocating to 

Warwickshire when my house has been sold, and shortly I will have to stand 

down from the Parish Council when my four-year tenure expires. 

I will do my utmost to provide support to the Parish Council in completing the 

Neighbourhood Plan but I have no doubt they will need additional help before 

it is complete. Wychavon District Council are already starting on the next 

Development Plan and looking for land to be built on, so while there are no 

immediate threats to the Parish the risk remains a real one. This exercise is 

very important, I believe, but it has taken considerably longer than expected – 

although not as long as many others being worked upon!  

I am very grateful for the support of my committee and the members of the 

Parish Council, and proud to have been nominated for the Queen’s Jubilee 

Award for Community Service last year. 

I wish you all a Happy New Year. 

Ian Jackson,  

Chairman South Lenches Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
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LENT LUNCHES 
 

Once again there will be six Lent lunches this year, commencing on Wednesday 

6th March, Ash Wednesday. Each week, for just £5, a selection of delicious 

homemade soups followed by cheese and biscuits will be available between 

12noon and 2pm. The lunches will all take place in the Lenches Club. 

 

THE LENCHES CLUB 
 

The Lenches Club wish all their members a very happy New Year! 
 

Please remember: annual membership fees are now due 
 

 

LENCHES WI 

(www.facebook.com/thelencheswi) 
 

Our monthly meeting will be held at Church Lench Village Hall on Monday 

18th February, beginning at 7pm. We will have a social half hour of tea, coffee 

and refreshments followed by our evening presentation. 
 

Our speaker this month is retired ENT consultant David Proops. Following on 

from our meeting last year with John Stoner who spoke about communicating 

with the deaf and hard of hearing, David will discuss the different aided hearing 

devices currently on the market. There will be plenty of time for questions. 
 

After David’s presentation, we will open our Annual General Meeting. 
 

We are always pleased to welcome visitors and new members. 

 

Church Lench 

Church Lench Diary 

Exercise class Thursdays, 4.30pm Village Hall 

Big breakfast Saturday 16th February, 8.45am Village Hall 

Lenches WI Monday 18th February, 7pm Village Hall 

Lent lunch Wednesday 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th March, 12noon Lenches Club 
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ATCH LENCH COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
 

As we have had many newcomers to the Lenches recently it seemed appropriate 

to write about the orchard which is situated on the left hand bend on the road 

from Atch Lench to Harvington. The orchard can be accessed via a public 

footpath by the gas tank; unfortunately the gates further down the road have 

to be kept padlocked due to repeated incidents of vandalism. 
 

The orchard was bought at auction in 1998 by a group of Lenches residents to 

save it from being destroyed. It is an undulating area of 12 acres of plums, 

greengages and damsons which are tended and harvested by Richard (Chippy) 

Allen and a team of volunteers from the Duckworth Trust who visit once or 

twice a year to help with tidying the hedgerows. The orchard has become 

popular as a dog walking area and we hope villagers continue to enjoy using 

it in this way but would ask that you deal responsibly with any dog waste which 

is very unpleasant if it is around the trees at plum-picking time. 
 

The fruit can be picked for family consumption when Chippy has harvested the 

best to sell. Please make yourselves known to him so he is aware of who is 

likely to be picking the fruit. His 4x4 has a number plate which reads PLUMS! 
 

If anyone is interested in more information or would like to help with 

maintenance occasionally then please get in touch with me on ****** or 

******@******. 
Jan Harrison 

 

TURTLE DOVES 
 

We had been very pleased to enjoy annual visits from turtle doves – a species 

on the endangered list – and hear their purring calls throughout the summer in 

the Atch Lench orchard. They were nesting in the overgrown patch of orchard 

which adjoined the community orchard on the Harvington side of the hill. 
 

Unfortunately this potential haven for wildlife has been cleared, despite local 

efforts to save the site. We hope the birds will still return as we know they have 

been present in parts of Church Lench during the summer so please listen out 

for them. 

Church Lench 
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Harvington 

St James’ Church 

CAMEO GROUP 
 

The next CAMEO (Come And Meet Each Other) tea will be held on Wednesday 

13th February, 3pm, at Sophie’s home: ******, ******. Do come along and join 

us for a cup of tea or coffee, a slice of homemade cake and a chat. For more 

information or to arrange a lift, please contact Sophie on ****** or 

******@******. 

 

PASTORAL SUPPORT NETWORK 
 

If you, or someone you know in the village, needs a little bit of help or support, 

do please get in touch with the Pastoral Support Network by contacting the 

co-ordinators, Wendy and Konrad Monks, on ******. 

 

FAITH TODAY 
 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday 11th February, 7.30pm, at ******, 

****** when Sophie will lead a discussion on Where is God...when we try to 

make sense of life?  New members welcome – just come to the meeting or call 

Sophie on ****** or e-mail her on ******@******. 

 

HARVINGTON FILM NIGHT 
 

Friday 8th February in the Village Hall 

Based on the best-selling novel, the film centres around a free-spirited writer 

who forms a life-changing bond with an eccentric Literary Society when she 

decides to write about the book club they formed during the occupation of 

Guernsey in WWII. With an all-star cast comes a compelling romantic drama 

with an intriguing mystery at its heart. 
 

Doors open 7pm, screen illumination 7.30pm 

Buy a raffle ticket at the door for £2.50 and see the film for free! 

Glasses & nibbles provided, but bring your own tipple 

Full details on the Village Hall notice board and ‘Harvington Films’ via Facebook 
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LIVE MUSIC FOR LITTLE ONES 

(www.littlemusic.fun) 
 

Our first session each month will continue to be at St James’ Church, but 

following the success of our rearranged Christmas Party at Harvington Baptist 

Church, we’ve decided to hold the mid-month session there for the next few 

months. All children aged 0-4 welcome! Still just £1 per family!  
 

Wednesday 6th February, 2pm St James Church Beautiful birds 

Tuesday 19th February, 9.30am Baptist Church All about me 
 

Bring along any toys that might be relevant to the theme 

Harvington 

Harvington Diary 

Handbell Ringers Mondays, 7.30pm ****** 

HYP ComeAndSee Tuesdays, 6.30pm (term time only) Baptist Church 

HYP Adventurers Thursdays, 6.30pm (term time only) Baptist Church 

Harvington Singers Thursdays, 7.30pm St James’ Church 

Live music for little ones Wednesday 6th February, 2pm St James’ Church 

Film Night Friday 8th February, 7pm Village Hall 

Faith Today Monday 11th February, 7.30pm Breslau, Leys Rd 

CAMEO tea Wednesday 13th February, 3pm Breslau, Leys Rd 

Live music for little ones Tuesday 19th February, 9.30am Baptist Church 

Do you enjoy singing? 
 

Are you free on a Thursday evening? 
 

Harvington Singers welcome new members  
sopranos, altos, tenors and basses 

 

Rehearsals: Thursdays ŀǘ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 7.30pm 
If you are interested, contact Elizabeth on ******  
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Abbots Morton 

St Peter’s Church 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 

Carols on the Green: Thank you to the 19 who came to sing Christmas carols 

on the village green...the largest number for some years. A collection raised 

more than £75 for the church's fund to buy flowers for those who've been in 

hospital. If you know of anyone who needs a bouquet please contact Roma 

Jones on ******. 
 

Carol and Gift Service: St Peter's was packed for this annual service. Many 

thanks to all who brought gifts for Action for Children to distribute to less-

fortunate children. The congregation enjoyed a version of the Nativity seen 

through the eyes of a grumpy Bethlehem landlord.  
 

Christmas Eve: Forty five people celebrated the birth of Christ at our Christmas 

Communion and mulled wine and mince pies were enjoyed afterwards. 

 

OPEN CHURCH 
 

St Peter's Church welcomes everyone and is open every day of the year for 

worship and prayer or to look around and enjoy its ancient beauty. Many 

people take turns to unlock and lock the church every morning and night and 

if you'd like to join the rota to help, it would be very much appreciated. Please 

contact the rota organiser, Lynda Payne on ******. 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

(www.abbotsmorton.info/abbots-morton-village-hall) 
 

Annual General Meeting 

Please make a date in your diary for the Village Hall AGM on Thursday 14th 

March at 7pm in the village hall. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

Yoga 

If it's not too late for a New Year Resolution why not try yoga. Catherine Philips 

is teaching Hatha Yoga on Thursday evenings from 7pm to 8.30pm. Contact 

Catherine on ****** or by e-mail at ******@******. 
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VILLAGE HALL (CONTINUED) 
 

Christmas Fayre 

Our first Christmas Fayre raised an amazing £213 for Alzheimer's Research UK. 

The drop-in table-top sale of Christmas gifts and produce was open for five 

hours with 13 tables of merchandise in the village hall. A raffle along with tea, 

coffee and mince pies helped swell the total raised. 
 

Melanie Clarke, Chair of the Village Hall Committee said, ‘We're very pleased 

with how it went and our village hall funds also benefitted by £213. Hopefully 

we can make it an annual event.’ 
 

Zoe Baggott, Regional Fundraising Officer for Alzheimer's Research UK, said: 

‘We’re so grateful to Abbots Morton Village Hall for nominating Alzheimer’s 

Research UK as their chosen charity, and to everyone who came along to 

support the event. Fantastic fundraising efforts like this will help us in our 

mission to bring an end to the fear, harm and heartbreak of dementia.’ 
 

How to improve your IT skills 

The village hall committee is helping to publicise a group of IT volunteers in 

Alcester who are helping people to use devices like laptops, iPads, smartphones 

etc more effectively. On the second Wednesday of each month, volunteers will 

be at the Conservative Club (46 High Street, Alcester) between 10am-12noon 

to answer queries, solve problems, pass on tips and advice – all free of charge. 

For more details contact Mark Hind (******, ******@******) or call Wendy 

Sherwood on ******. 
 

Hire the hall 

If you want a first class venue for your party or celebration, the Village Hall is 

for you. It's ideal for gatherings of up to 80 (seated), staff training sessions and 

small business presentations. Hire rates from £7.50 per hour. Please contact 

the Bookings Officer Colin on ****** for more details. 
 

Village Hall trustees 

If you have any comments about the village hall please contact: Melanie Clarke 

(chair); Lynne Pemberton (secretary); Colin Pemberton (bookings officer, PRO); 

Antony Bunce (treasurer); Lynda Payne (PCC rep); Richard Whitlow and Will Hill 

(parish council reps); Sarah Dykes and Revd Richard Thorniley (ex-officio). 

Abbots Morton 
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Services 

With the advent of winter, the vicar’s 

thoughts turned to the study of 

arcane and esoteric texts 

The church heating fund could only 

stretch to buying a copy of ‘Boiler 

Repairs for Dummies’ 
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Services 
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Services 
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Home & Garden/Services 
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Home & Garden 
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Home & Garden 



 

33 

Leisure/Home & Garden 
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Leisure/Dining 

Key to Church Services 
 

BCP Book of Common Prayer 

Service 

(all other communion services use 

the Common Worship liturgy) 

CH Caring Hands collection 
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